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possession of four rich provinces which not only maintained their army but
admitted of considerable remittances to Pondicherry. As we have put the
Rajah In possession of large territories he has promised to pay the whole
expence of the expedition which we are persuaded he will do when he begins
to collect the revenue of his new acquisitions.
3.   By a letter from the Committee of Fort St. George to Colonel Forde
dated   17th December we have the disagreeable news of the  French having
lain seige to that place, that they entered the black town the   14th of that
month, when the garrison made a sally, a sharp action ensued in which the
number of killed and wounded was  considerable on both sides, that Major
Polier was amongst the latter, and on the part of the enemy they had taken
prisoner the Count D* Estang, a Brigadier General, a captain of granadiers
killed, Soubigne, an officer of great reputation among them mortally wounded
and many others killed and wounded, as they learn from a letter from Monsr.
Lally to the Count D* Estang.    They write pressingly for Colonel Forde and
his party and give us hopes their next advices will be the arrival of Mr. Teddy-
man's  squadron  with the Chinamen or at  least the disappointment  of the
enemy.
4.   In our last address we flattered ourselves we should be able to make
head against our enemys on every side, though superior, but  did not then
conceive the French would have made such extraordinary efforts or that we
should have been so poorly supported or, to speak more properly,  so aban-
doned.   By letters taken in Monsr. De Conflans' camp we learn the arrival
of a third division at the islands of three King's and seven Company's ships
commanded by Monsr. Dagriette.   The number of troops already landed by
Monsr.  Lally have exceeded 3000.   We canot  suppose the third division to
have brought less than half the number, and the whole number of men landed
at Madrass since the war has not reached to 300.   Yet we presume the prepara-
tions of our enemy have been no secret in England.   We are sorry it is our
fate  to contest  against such unequal numbers but Your Honours may be
assured of our exerting ourselves to the utmost of our power and abilities.
We have directed Colonel Forde that should he have a prospect of immediate
success against Massulipatam to prosecute the seige with vigor and If he has
the  good fortune to take  it that he  destroy the fortifications  and proceed
immediately to the assistance of Fort St. George.   We have also sent to their
assistance the company of the King's troops that arrived on the London who
left this .place the 7th instant, and the Warren left Ingellie the [....] with
a supply of water and provisions.
5.   By letters from Surat to some Armenian merchants here we learn
that Mr. Teddemen with two men of war and six Indiamen arrived at Bombay
the  15th November.   We hope the Indiamen  at least will be immediately
dispatched with the troops to Madrass and that thus  reinforced they will
oblige the enemy to raise the siege.
& At the time of the dispatch of the Ilchester we flattered ourselves the
peace and tranquillity In Bengal would have been of long continuance but
we now find it unexpectedly disturbed by the approach of the King's son who
has fled from his father's court and arrived some time last month at Lucknow,
about 8 days' march from Banaras, where he has been joined by
some matecontents from different provinces and is since advanced towards